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GRAND MASTER’S MESSAGE

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

As your Grand Master of
New Jersey, [ am writing
to share a message of uni-
ty and purpose as we look
toward our upcoming en-

deavors.

Our Order is built upon
the foundational pillars of
Friendship, Love, and
Truth. These are not
merely words to be recit-
ed; they are the principles
that guide our interactions
and define our service to
one another and our com-
munities. In an ever-

changing world, it is more

important than ever
that we embody these
values in everything we

do.

To truly strengthen the
bond of our fraternity, I
encourage each of you
to be as active as possi-
ble within your local
lodges. Our success de-
pends on your pres-
ence. Whether it is at-
tending regular meet-
ings, participating in
lodge activities, or vol-
unteering for our fund-
raisers, your involve-
ment makes a signifi-

cant difference. These

MARCH 2026

gatherings are the
heartbeat of our Or-
der, allowing us to
practice our princi-
ples while raising the
necessary funds to
support our charita-
ble missions across
the state.

Let us commit to
showing up for one
another and working
together to ensure the

Odd Fellows of New

Jersey remain a vi-

brant and impactful

presence.

In Friendship, Love,

REBEKAH PRESIDENT MESSAGE

looking at yet another huge winter
storm. With all the snow we've got-
ten [ can see Spring on the horizon.
With Spring bring clean and fresh
days. Flowers will be blooming and
tree's will have bright green leaves.
With spring coming soon let's look
to the lodges and let's get out in our
communities and see if there is

something we can do to help clean

up after this brutal winter we've had. Let's
get out and show your community just
who Rebekahs really are. Let's get out and
promote our order and see if we can't help
grow our lodges. We are the voices in our
lodges and if we need to lets lean on our
Odd Fellows lodges to help us. Remember
we are all in this together.

Ben Burger

RSA President




To all Matriarchs and Patriarchs,

Greetings. [sit here, in the middle of another snowstorm,
looking forward to spring. Spring will bring a renewal of life
to our area, not only to the plants, but to our order. [ am
looking forward to activities picking up again within our or-
der, starting with the Charity Ball.

My charity this year is Almost Home Dog Rescue. They seck to find homes for
homeless dogs suffering in high-kill shelters. As some of you know, I lost my beloved
dachshund, Greta, this past October. She was the inspiration for my fundraising pin.
Even though I still miss her terribly, my husband and I recently decided to open our
hearts to a new dog. We did check with Almost Home; however, we were looking
for a small dog, and they did not have any available. We did, however, find Fritz, a
small schnauzer/chihuahua mix, with another rescue group in Pennsylvania. He was
originally from a shelter in Mississippi, and he has been a wonderful addition to our
family, but I don't think that he is enjoying our New Jersey winters. If you ever de-
cide to get a canine (or feline) companion, please remember: adopt, don't shop.

In Faith, Hope, and Charity
Victoria Burger

Grand Matriarch
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Sovereign Grand Master Testimonial Weekend




Burlington Lodge #22 proudly welcomed a
new member into our fraternity

—
1 ‘;@M

-

L[]
It’s always a special moment to see someone take the first steps in a tradition
built on friendship, truth, and charity.

A short history:

Burlington Lodge #22 of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows has served the
Burlington, New Jersey community since the 19th century, making it one of the
area’s long-standing fraternal institutions. For generations, our lodge has been
dedicated to mutual aid, charity, and service—supporting widows and orphans,
caring for the sick, maintaining our historic Odd Fellows Cemetery, and contrib-
uting quietly but meaningfully to the well-being of the greater Burlington com-
munity.

Why growing membership matters:
The strength and future of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows depends on
welcoming new members who share our values. Growing membership ensures:

Our charitable works continue for future generations, Our history, traditions, and
lessons are preserved
Stronger fellowship and community impact

A living organization that adapts while honoring its past
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Medford Lodge #100

To all members of all Branches of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows of New Jersey
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

Medford Lodge #100 invites you to the Testimonial Dinner for Geirr Stende, Grand Master of
New Jersey. It will be held from 1:00-4:00, Saturday, April 18, 2026 at The Grand Lodge Hall,
112 4™ Ave, Roebling NJ 08554. Family and friends are welcome.

Catering will be proving by Mission BBQ. There will be 3 different meats, sides sauces, and
something sweet. Beer, wine, soda and water, tea and coffee will be provided.

Tickets will be 35 per person. Entertainment will be provided by Bob Farrell, of Star Live
Entertainment.

In conjunction with this event, a souvenir booklet will be published. We encourage the support
of all lodges and individual members. The deadline for ads and boosters is March 31, 2026.

Please make all checks payable to Medford Lodge #100, and send the form to:
Raul Rodriguez, 1808 Harmon Cove Towers, Secaucus, NJ 07094

Full Name Lodge Cost Per Dinner $35

Fraternally yours,

Medford Lodge #100



Dear Membership,

On January 1, 2026, our Odd Fellows and Rebekahs Rose Parade Float proudly rolled down the
parade route in pouring rain. Some of you were able to watch it on your local stations, while others
may have missed it due to limited coverage.

We are thrilled to share that our float received The Golden State Award! This award is presented to
the most outstanding depiction of life in California and is one of a very few prestigious honors giv-
en by the Pasadena Tournament of Roses, recognizing excellence in float design, floral presentation,
and entertainment. To be recognized in this way is truly an incredible accomplishment for our Or-
der.

Despite the challenging weather, our riders had the time of their lives. Their energy and enthusiasm
shone through the rain, and they are deeply grateful for the opportunity to represent Odd Fellow-
ship on such a grand stage.

As we celebrate this remarkable achievement, we are still in need of additional funds to fully pay off
the float. If you are able to contribute, please consider sending your donation to the committee ad-
dress or via Venmo. Every dollar helps and is sincerely appreciated.

Thank you in advance for your generosity, and thank you again for helping us spread the message of
Odd Fellowship around the world.

Fraternally yours,

The Rose Float Committee




A
Organization

GRAND LODGE OF NEW
JERSEY

114 4th Ave
Roebling, NJ 08550

For Hall Rentals
Anna Hunter

(609) 456-8632

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.IOOFNJ.ORG

WHATS SO ODD ABOUT
HELPING OTHER?

Canton Ridgely # 5

The Patriarchs Militant is the uniformed branch of
the Independent Order of Odd Fellows (IOOF),
dedicated to embodying the principles of fraterni-

ty, loyalty, and service. As the highest degree of

Odd Fellowship, the Patriarchs Militant promotes

chivalry, patriotism, and universal benevolence

while exemplifying the ideals of Community and

mutual aid.Through ceremonial traditions and ac-

tive participation in charitable efforts, the Patri-

archs Militant honor the legacy of Odd Fellowship,

DATES TO REMEMBER

February 14 — 9:30am Staff
Meeting Roebling

March 7th — 9:30 Staff Meet-
ing, Roebling

March 13th- 8:00pm Official
Visit, Burlington Lodge 22,
Powhattan Enc #30

March 14th- 1;00pm Charity
Ball, Roebling

March 18th- 8:00 pm Official
Visit, Miriam Rebekah Lodge
112, Burlington NJ

March 22ne — 2pm Official Vis-
it Michael Popik Enc: 3:30 Of-

ficial Visit Alvarez del Portal 285
Union City.
March 27-29: Middle Atlantic

States Conclave, Virginia

April 18: - Grand Masters Testi-
monial Dinner, Roebling NJ

April 24th: Official Visit, Presi-

dent RSA Amor ye Verdad Union

City,

May 1-3rd- Pilgrimage to the
Tomb, Arlington VA/DC

May 19th — Official Visit, Sanchez

Moya 282= Union City 7pm

June 22-26 Grand
Lodge Session, Claridge
Hotel, Atlantic City N]J

]uly 18th — Grand Lodge
Picnic

]uiy 29th — PFY Bus for
dinner, Roebling, NJ
August 9th- Trenton Thun-
der, Trenton, NJ

August 14-21; Sovereign
Grand Lodge, Dallas Texas.






