
ships safely to harbor while be-
ing clearly visible from afar. In 
the same way, our lodges must 
do more than hold meetings 
and write checks for worthy 
causes. We must shine brightly 
through active, hands-on ser-
vice that our neighbors can see 
and experience. 

Across New Jersey, many lodg-
es are already living this ideal. 
The French Lodge’s Hoagie 
Day and the Burlington 
Lodge’s Thanksgiving Turkey 
Giveaway — which provided 
120 turkeys to community res-
idents — are excellent exam-
ples of the kind of visible, 
meaningful outreach that 
strengthens both our commu-
nities and our Order. When we 
roll up our sleeves and serve 
side-by-side with our neigh-
bors, we demonstrate the true 
heart of Odd Fellowship 
(continued on page 2) 

To the Officers and Members of 
the Grand Lodge of New Jersey 
and to all Brothers and Sisters 
throughout our jurisdiction: 

As I reflect upon my term as 
Grand Master for 2025-2026, I 
am filled with gratitude and re-
newed optimism for the future of 
our beloved Order. It has been a 
year of travel, fellowship, and in-
spiration — a year in which I 
have had the privilege of visiting 
many of our local lodges across 
New Jersey and participating in a 
wide variety of activities that tru-
ly embody the principles of 
Friendship, Love, and Truth. 

This past August, I had the honor 
of attending the Sovereign Grand 
Lodge Session in Charleston, 
West Virginia, where our own 
Brother Thomas J. Calabrese of 
New Jersey was installed as Sov-
ereign Grand Master. It was a 
proud moment for our jurisdic-
tion to see one of our own elevat-
ed to the highest office in Odd 
Fellowship. I later attended his 
Testimonial Dinner in November, 

an evening that celebrated his 
dedication and leadership. 
These events reinforced the 
strength and unity of our Or-
der on both the state and in-
ternational levels. 

My travels also took me to 
the Annual Sessions of the 
Grand Lodges of New York 
and Delaware, as well as the 
Mid-Atlantic States Conclave, 
which brought together eight 
jurisdictions including our 
own. At every gathering, the 
spirit of Odd Fellowship was 
alive — marked by meaning-
ful discussions, shared expe-
riences, and a common com-
mitment to our timeless val-
ues. 

One message from our Sov-
ereign Grand Master resonat-
ed deeply with me and de-
serves special emphasis: we 
must be visible in our com-
munities as lighthouses, not 
merely as foghorns. A fog-
horn warns of danger but re-
mains unseen in the mist. A 
lighthouse, by contrast, 
stands tall and bright, guiding 
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(GM Message Continued from page 1) 

This visibility is not only the right thing to do — 
it is essential for our sustainability and growth. By 
being seen as active, caring participants in com-
munity life, we naturally attract men and women 
of good character who share our values. New 
members are the lifeblood of our future. Togeth-
er, through increased visibility and purposeful ac-
tion, we can secure a bright and enduring legacy 
for the Independent Order of Odd Fellows in 
New Jersey and beyond. 

I want to extend my heartfelt thanks to the dedi-
cated officers and staff of the Grand Lodge, to 
every member, and to all our lodges throughout 
New Jersey. Your hard work, generosity, and com-
mitment made this a truly great year. 

 I also offer sincere appreciation to our Brothers 
and Sisters across the Jurisdictions who contin-
ue to uphold and  advance the cause of Odd Fel-
lowship. 

In closing, let us carry the light of Friendship, 
Love, and Truth into our communities with re-
newed energy. Let us be the beacons that guide 
others toward our doors and toward a better 
world. 

In Friendship, Love & Truth, 

Geirr Stende 

Grand Master Grand Lodge of New Jersey 

Independent Order of Odd Fellows 

Message of the Deputy Grand 

Master 

 Greetings Brothers and Sisters,  

It has been a pleasure serving as Deputy Grand 
Master this year. Working within the Grand 
Lodge and getting to know all the members 
from around the state has truly been inspiring. 

As we reflect on our journey, it’s important to 
acknowledge the incredible work we do as Odd 
Fellows in helping those in need. Our commit-
ment to community service and supporting one 
another is at the heart of our Order, and it 
makes a significant impact on the lives of many. 

Looking ahead, we have a great opportunity to 
grow and improve our Order. My main focus 
will be on membership and chartering new 
lodges in New Jersey, as well as supporting my 
charities like Shriners Children's Hospital that 
will contribute to our growth. Together, we can 
foster new initiatives that attract members and 
strengthen our lodges. Let’s focus on creating a 
welcoming environment that encourages partici-
pation and enthusiasm for our values. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your dedication and hard work. 
Together, we can continue to make a positive 
difference in our communities and ensure a 
bright future for the Odd Fellows. 

 

In fellowship and service, 

Joseph Miczak  

Deputy Grand Master  

Grand Lodge of New Jersey IOOF   



 

     Grand Matriarch’s Message 

 

 

 

Greetings Patriarchs and Matriarchs, 

 

The seasons have changed, and we are getting closer to our 
Grand Encampment session in June.  It’s hard to believe that my 
year is coming to an end.  I have enjoyed meeting everyone at 
the Official Visits I have made over the past few months. You 
have all made me feel welcome.  I look forward to seeing every-
one again in June. 

Victoria Burger 

REBEKAH PRESIDENT MESSAGE 

My Brothers and Sisters, 
 
As i sit here and write greeting in my mind I find it hard to fathom 
that I have been your Rebekah Assembly President for almost.a year 
and a half. We've had a lot of laughs and tons of memories. Together 
we have achieved so much. With our session coming up on June 23rd I 
urge every Rebekah member to come an attend our session. I'd love to 
see New Jersey show up and support all of our Branches. Let's work 
TOGETHER to make New Jersey stronger. 
 
In FL&T 
Ben Burger   



 Grand Master’s  Testimonial  

 

                                                          

             Reenactment of the 1st Odd Fellows Meeting 
 



Grand Lodge Session Invitation 2026 

Attn: all Members of All Units of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 

The Jurisdiction of New Jersey Grand Master Geirr Stende and Grand Patriarch Victoria 
Burger and President of the Rebekah Assembly Benjamin Burger, invite you to attend the 
193rd Session of the Grand Lodge and the 182ndt Session of the Grand Encampment, 137th 
Session of the Rebekahs Assembly which will be held June 23 2026 through June 25th 2026, 
at the Claridge Hotel , 123 South Indianna Ave, Atlantic City, NJ 08401 on June 

24th, 25th and 26st of 2026. Please join us.  
 
  

Hotel Accommodations  

Rooms have been secured at very favorable rates.  Reservations should be made directly with the 
hotel by calling +1 (844) 507-0955.  Rates: $72.00 night + taxes.  Keep self-parking receipts for a par-
tial reimbursement after the session.  Email receipts to Ben Burger BB.burger1970@gmail.com. Please 
be sure to state that you are with the Odd Fellows and use this code ODDF0626 or scan the QR code to 
the right to qualify for the very reasonable rates. The deadline for room reservations is June 4, 2026   
https://reservations.travelclick.com/114524?groupID=4981680  
 
The Rebekah Assembly will Convene in the second floor Conference Center, at 9:00 Tuesday morning, 
The Grand Encampment Session will convene in the second floor Conference Center, on Wednesday at 
1:00p.m. Wednesday night between 7:00-11:00PM is Entertainment Night, come and enjoy an evening 
with friends in the VU Bar Located on the 23th floor, with beverages, snacks, for more information con-
tact Ben Burger on his cell 856-313-4870. 
The Grand Lodge Session will be held on Thursday, June 25 at 9:00 a.m. in the second floor conference 
center.  There will be a public memorial service for Encampment and Lodge members at 11:15 a.m.  Fol-
lowing the Memorial Service, a buffet lunch of sandwiches and wraps will be available; held in Ocean 
City Room on the second floor, The Grand Lodge session will reconvene at 1:00p.m. 
On Thursday evening the Grand Lodge / Grand Encampment/Rebekah Assembly will host the combined 
banquet.  Held in the Main Ballroom, there will be a Social Hour, with a cash bar, from 5:00 – 6:00 pm, 
followed immediately by the banquet.  After dinner, the Installation of Grand Lodge Officers will take 
place, to be followed by a reception in the Main Ballroom. All are welcome to join us in wishing the best 
to our new leaders. A buffet breakfast will be available on Thursday and Friday mornings Ocean City 
Room.  
  
Please complete the enclosed reservations sheet and return it to Carla Simmons, 109 26th Ave. Monroe-
ville, NJ 08343.  All reservations, rooms and meals must be made by June 1, 2026, we hope you will 
make it and we look forward to seeing you at our sessions. Questions can be directed to Gr Secretary 
Debbe McClelland  at oddfellows22@comcast.net or 609-519-8504.  
NOTE: All reservations or Changes After 6/01/2026 are subject to a $15.00 Late Fee, per person. 
Please make checks payable to: Grand Lodge of NJ.  
 Please Note: Dress Code is Business Attire – Mandatory to Attend Meetings   
Men: Jacket and Tie – Women Dress or Pant Suit  

mailto:BB.burger1970@gmail.com
https://reservations.travelclick.com/114524?groupID=4981680


 
Registration Form  

(Due by June 1, 2026, or Late Fee Applies) 

BREAKFAST RESERVATION FORM 

Claridge Deluxe Breakfast buffet is offered Thursday and or Friday morning for $26 per person per meal, children 13 and under eat 

free.  

 
 

LUNCH RESERVATION FORM 

A lunch buffet is offered Thursday for $30 per person per meal, children 13 and under eat free.  

 
 

DINNER RESERVATION FORM 

Please join us for the banquet dinner Thursday evening Pricing varies depending on meal choice please indicate your preference of 

Herb Crusted Salmon or Chicken Piccata $40, NY Strip Steak $50 

 
** If you would like to be seated with someone at the table, please list their names:  

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Contact Name:___________________ Phone Number: ________________ 

Email: ___________________________________________________________ 

Total of meals above: ____________ Late Fees if applicable ($15 Per person) _____________ 

Total Amount enclosed: _____________ 

Name: Lodge # Thursday Friday Total 

          

          

          

          

          

Name: Lodge # Thursday Total 

        

        

        

        

        

Name: Lodge # Salmon $40 Chicken $40 Steak $50 

          

          

          

          

          



Canton Ridgely # 5 

The installation of officers  of Canton Ridgely #5 

was held on April 4th.  We extend our best wishes 

to them for a successful year. , fostering unity and 

goodwill across communities. Patriarchs Militant 

lodges are referred to as Cantons.  
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Dates to Remember:                 

May 19th – Official Visit, Sanchez 
Moya 282= Union City 7pm 

June 22-26 Grand Lodge Session, 
Claridge Hotel, Atlantic City NJ 

July 18th – Grand Lodge Picnic 

July 28th – PFY Bus for dinner, Roebling, 
NJ 

August 9th- Trenton Thunder, Trenton, NJ 

August 14-21; Sovereign Grand Lodge, Dal-
las Texas. 
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